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1. INTRODUCTION 

This document has been produced to provide a reference tool to meet the information needs of Ships 

Masters, agents, shore personnel and Stakeholders using transiting, anchoring in, the Port of 

Wyndham. 

The Ports of Broome, Wyndham, Derby and Yampi Sound are administered by the Kimberley Ports 

Authority under The Port Authority Act (PAA Ports) 1999 and The Port Authority Regulations 2001. 

This handbook also covers Safe Work Procedures and Emergency Response, outlining appropriate 

action to take and contact information in the event of an emergency. 

2. LOCATION 

Wyndham Port is located beneath the Bastion Range of the North-West. The port is located at the 

mouth of the King, Pentecost, Durack, Forest and Ord Rivers in the Cambridge Gulf. Wyndham Port is 

the only deep-water port between Broome and Darwin. The facility is a vital link within Northern 

Australiaôs primary and secondary industriesô supply chains. Today Wyndham in WA has a population 

of approximately 900 residents and operates as a working port servicing cruising, offshore projects, the 

exports include crude oil, live cattle, raw mined products, scrap metal and maize from across Northern 

Australia and produce from the Ord River irrigation area. Imports include diesel, the occasional 

explosive vessels, fertiliser and ammonium nitrate for the mining industry. 

Wyndham, Western Australia is 8 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (LT=GMT+08H). Ships 

shall quote LT for ETA, ETB and ETD when communicating with Wyndham Port. 
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3. WYNDHAM PORT LIMITS 

Wyndham Port Limits are between Thompson River, Barnett Point, Nicholls Point, Rees Point, Bluff 

Head, Anthonôs Landing and Laffan point as map below. 
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4. WYNDHAM PORT SECURITY ZONES 

4.1. Port Security at the Wyndham Port 

Australia complies with the IMOôs ISPS code for Maritime Security. Accordingly, the Wyndham Port 

operates its maritime security under the Maritime Transport and Offshore Facilities Security Act 2003. 

Under the Port Security Plan, the Harbour Master is the regulator for the port of Wyndham, and the Port 

Manager is the PFSO (Port Facility Security Officer). The CGL Wyndham Port facility has their own 

Deputy Port Facility Security Officers (DPFSOôs). Should you have any maritime security issues 

including a requirement for a Declaration of Security (DOS), please contact the DPFSO at 

chris@cgltd.com.au & pilot@cgltd.com.au, or harbourmaster@kimberleyports.wa.gov.au; or Port 

Manager gill@cgltd.com.au. 

Note: All people seeking unescorted access to the Security Zones (LRZ and WRZ), must hold and 

display a valid MSIC at all times when within the Port. For visitor access, please contact CGL to discuss 

the requirements which include demonstrating an operational need, valid ID documents, and having an 

eligible escort.    
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4.2. Waterside Restricted Areas within the Port 

All waterways within 120m seaward of the Port Jetty, and 30 metres near the accessway of the port 

wharf facilities are restricted to all but authorised vessels. 

 

 

4.3. Boating Safety Exclusion Zone 

The Boating Safety Exclusion Zone is 60m from Wyndham Wharf.  

A vessel should not enter a boating safety exclusion zone unless authorised by a PFSO. Port Authority 

Regulations 2001, Schedule 1, Division 4, Clause 38. 
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5. HISTORY 

Established in 1886, the Port of Wyndham was an essential link in the development of the Kimberley. 

Its beginnings came with the Halls Creek gold rush, as thousands of would-be gold barons travelled 

through the port on their way to stake their claim. With the end of the gold rush just a couple of years 

later, Wyndham continued to service the beef industry, with supplies delivered to and cattle transported 

from the port. 

From 1913, the government started construction of the Wyndham meatworks, which opened in 1919 

and was involved in the export of beef to Britain. It was the town's major employer until it closed in 1985. 

The overland telegraph also played a large part in Wyndham's history - in 1889 links between Perth 

and Wyndham were established, and in 1914 the Wyndham Wireless Station was built on top of 

Telegraph Hill in Parrys Creek Nature Reserve. It was operational until 1921 assisting ships entering 

Wyndham Port, and also played a part in World War I. 

Wyndham also made the headlines on several occasions, including in the 1930's when it was the 

Australian landing point for aviators seeking to establish new solo flying records between England and 

Australia. In 1935, the first Australian Inland Mission Aerial Medical Service (later renamed the Royal 

Flying Doctor Service) was established in Wyndham. (source: australianorthwest.com) 
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6. METEOROLOGY 

6.1. Climate 

The climate of the Cambridge Gulf and Wyndham Port can be described as sub-tropical with wet and 

dry seasons. Rainfall generally falls in the period November to March. Humidity is high in the wet season 

and the temperature is consistently high and frequently exceeds 35°C throughout the wet season when 

applicable. 

6.2. Winds 

During the wet season November to April, the prevailing winds are westerly, strong at times, particularly 

during the afternoon. Rain and thunder squalls are also frequent during this period and Masters are 

warned to be watchful for storms as the accompanying winds can be up to 90 knots.  

The dry season May to October brings a period of very little rain, frequent periods of strong south-

easterly wind during the mornings giving way to light westerly sea breezes in the afternoon. The 

Cambridge Gulf /Wyndham is not usually affected by tidal swell. No cyclones are likely during this 

period. 

Also, a fresh to strong North-westerly wind often comes up mid-afternoon until after sunset. 

For Wyndham Port live weather information can be obtained from the BOM website, the address is: 

http://www.bom.gov.au/products/IDR073.loop.shtml  

6.3. Fog 

Fog within the Wyndham Port is very seldom and generally lasting only a few hours. 

Should visibility reduce to less than half nautical mile, shipping movements will continue only 

at the Pilot or Port Managers discretion.  

6.4. Tropical Cyclones 

During the wet season, the Cambridge Gulf /Wyndham and surrounding areas may be affected by 

tropical cyclones which typically originate in the Timor Sea and follow an erratic south westerly path.  

The official cyclone season is from November to April with an incidence of usually four (4) cyclones per 

year occurring in the North-West of Australia during this period. During periods of regional cyclonic 

activity, the storms can be intense with wind speeds greater than 50 knots. 

The Cambridge Gulf / Wyndham and approaches is governed by the Kimberley Ports Authority (KPA) 

delegated Harbour Master and the Port Operation Team at Cambridge Gulf Ltd. All monitor tropical 

Lows / Cyclones during the cyclone season. At the Harbour Masterôs or port operatorôs discretion, 

Cambridge Gulf / Wyndham may be declared ñclearedò, ñclosedò or ñopened with caution" to all shipping. 

Under KPAôs Cyclone Management Plan, if a tropical low or cyclone has the potential to impact within 

48 hours, Cambridge Gulf / Wyndham and approaches may be closed. Closure of Cambridge Gulf / 

Wyndham requires all berths and anchorages within port limits to be evacuated and all vessels ordered 

to clear for sea or sheltered anchorage. The Shipsô Masters are always responsible for ensuring the 

safety of the vessel and compliance with the Cyclone Management Plan.  

http://www.bom.gov.au/products/IDR073.loop.shtml
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Any time that any Cyclone Management Plan comes into effect the Regional Harbour Master must be 

notified. No vessel movements/marine activities should commence until the Harbour Master has 

reopened the Port. 

The Kimberley Ports Authority (KPA) Regional Harbour Master may issue directions to ensure that 

safety of maritime operations within Wyndham at the time of an impending cyclone or adverse weather 

event. If in any doubt, contact the Kimberley Ports Authority Harbour Master 

harbourmaster@kimberleyports.wa.gov.au or +61 (0) 408 253 193. 

Kimberley Ports Cyclone management plan is available on the KPA website. 

For CGLôs cyclone management plan, please contact CGL. 

6.5. Currents and Tide 

The currents that can be expected at Ord River are: 

¶ At Nicholls Point PBG, the current is up to 4 knots at Springs 

¶ From Ina Island to Cawston Bay, the current is up to 5 knots at Springs 

¶ At Steep head, the current is up to 4 knots at Springs 

¶ At Kent Island, the current is up to 5 knots at Springs 

¶ From Bluff Head to Red Head, the current is up 5 knots at Springs 

¶ From Red Head to Hay Point, the current is up to 7 knots at Springs 

¶ From Hay Point to Pender, the current is up 6 knots at Springs 

¶ From Pender to Anthonôs Landing, the current is up 4 knots at Springs 

WYNDHAM TIDE RANGES 

 Height Above Chart 

Datum  (m)  - 2024  

Height Above Chart 

Datum  (m)  - 2025  

HAT ï Highest Astronomical Tide 8.73 8.74 

MHWS ï Mean High Water Springs 7.89 7.90 

MHWN ï Mean High Water Neaps 5.95 5.96 

MSL ï Mean Sea Level 4.63 4.64 

MLWN ï Mean Low Water Neaps 3.31 3.32 

MLWS ï Mean Low Water Springs 1.37 1.38 

LAT - Lowest Astronomical Tide 0.08 0.09 

 

ANTT Port 63090. The tidal regime is significant with a spring tidal range of over 8 meters.  Tidal streams 

within Cambridge Gulf generally set East with the rising tide and West with the falling tide.  Tidal stream 

streams greater than 2 knots have been reported although currents could be greater than this.  (As 

above) 

mailto:harbourmaster@kimberleyports.wa.gov.au
https://www.kimberleyports.wa.gov.au/port-operations/weather-and-tides
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As a recognized Port, tide predictions (Table 1) are provided for Wyndham in the Australian National 
Tide Table, which can be obtained from Admiralty Chart Agents and nautical booksellers or online. 

Wyndham Wharf live tidal information can be obtained from the DOT website; the address is: 

http://www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/wyndham-tide.asp  

Wyndham Wharf annual tide tables can be obtained from the BOM website; the address is: 

http://www.bom.gov.au/oceanography/projects/ntc/wa_tide_tables.shtml 

7. RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 

Wyndham Port is the first and primary point of contact for all marine traffic. Wyndham Port maintains a 

listening watch on VHF Channel 16 from 0700LT to 1600LT on working days. Once the communication 

between the Wyndham Port and other users is established, Wyndham port with request the 

communication to being changed to VHF Channel 12.  

All vessels shall maintain a listening watch on VHF channels 16 when within or approaching Wyndham 

Port Limits.  

VHF Radio communications are sometimes limited due to atmospheric and geographical conditions. 

7.1. VHF & UHF Channels 

Below are Wyndham Port designated VHF and UHF Channels. 

DEPARTMENT RADIO CHANNEL 

WYNDHAM PORT VHF 16 & 12 

WYNDHAM POLICE SEARCH & RESCUE VHF 16 

PILOTAGE  VHF 08 

MOORING AND UN-MOORING VHF 08 

LINES LAUNCH VHF 08 

TANKER CARGO OPERATION UHF 40 

STEVEDORE UHF 40 

ORE TUG AND BARGE TOWAGE VHF 11 

ORE STEVEDORE UHF 26 

ORE CREW TRANSFER VESSEL UHF 26 & 28 

ORE BARGES LOADING FACILITY UHF 26 & 29 

LACROSSE ISLAND ï EMERGENCY VHF 88 

 

8. CHARTS 

Reference should be made to charts AUS 318 for approaching of Cambridge Gulf and Nicholls Point 

Pilot Boarding Ground. Only ENC charts are available from Nicholls Point Pilot Boarding Ground to 

Anthonôs landing for Wyndham Port. Thus, all vessels entering Port limits are required to have an 

approved ECDIS and relevant ENCôs for the port of Wyndham. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/wyndham-tide.asp
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9. CONTROLLING DEPTHS 

The below data is based on the survey conducted in Sept 2023 (Berth to Pender Point) and March 2024 

(Pender Point to outer Port limit) for the deep water passage plan. 

Masters must ensure to update their ENCôs with the latest available data, and plan their passage as per 

the operators SMS with due diligence.  

Channel Leg 
Minimum depth at LAT 

(within a 200 metre wide 
virtual channel)* 

Comments 
Minimum UKC 

required 

Middle ground 6.5 m 

XTD 0.045 nm / 100 metre 
Escort Tug required for vessels 
greater than 130m LOA, if 
UKC is less than 2.0m in this 
leg between Bn 2 and Bn 6. 
 

Higher of 1m 
or 10% of 
draft.  

First Shallow 
(Mangrove Point) 

7.3 m XTD 0.045 nm / 100 metre 
Higher of 1m 
or 10% of draft 

Iron Ore vessel 
Anchorage 

14.0 m 
Running moor only - 
Swing radius of 250 metre 

1 metre 

*Passage Plan with waypoints may be available from the Wyndham Pilots. 

The entire Wyndham Wharf pocket of 40m width is maintained at minimum -8.5m from LAT by 

CGL. With mid to southern end down to -9m from LAT and as low as -11m from LAT. The 

sounding of the Wyndham Wharf will be carried out monthly by Cambridge Gulf Limited 

Wyndham Port marine pilot, please check with CGL Wyndham Port marine pilot or Wyndham 

Port for latest sounding of Wyndham Wharf pocket. The minimum UKC required alongside the 

wharf is 0.5m. 

10. WYNDHAM PORT FACILITIES  

10.1. CGL Wyndham Wharf (15ę-27.11ôS/128ę-06.06ôE) 

In the early 1970ôs the current steel and concrete Wharf was built to replace the original timber structure 

and the unique horseshoe shape was completed allowing the more efficient movement of cargo on and 

off the Wharf. With concrete platform on deep driven piles, constructed of mooring dolphins and 

concrete breasting dolphins. All the mooring line bollards are rated SWL 65 tonnes. The berth and 

associated moorings have the structural strength to safely restrain a ómaximum- allowable-sizeô berthed 

ship. 

The top of Wharf concrete platform is approximately 10.4m above the LAT. The top of fender is 

approximately 9.3m above the LAT. 

Security gates are fitted at North and South ends of berth. 

The Wyndham Wharf dock water density is approximately 1.015 kg/l during the dry season, however 

the dock water density can drop to 1.000 kg/l after heavy rain and / or during the wet season. 
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10.2. Barge Loading Facilities (15ę-26.06ôS/128ę-06.60ôE) 

The Barge Loading Facilities is constructed to load out the iron ore from stockpile to barges for the 

transhipment to Handy Max vessels, the charted depth of -2.8 m at Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








































































